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Inhalt  
The Lisbon Treaty has brought about far-reaching formal institutional change likely to affect 
the (power-) relations and interactions of the EU institutions in decision-making. For example, 
the ordinary legislative procedure has become the standard procedure (now governing also 
police and judicial cooperation in criminal matters), which implies a stronger role of the 
European Parliament (EP). At the same time, the EU has seen informal processes of 
institutional change without treaty reform. The increased use of inter-institutional practices 
(like trialogues), for example, may have changed the way in which actors interact in 
procedural terms. Also events like the global financial crises or the decision of EP party 
groups to nominate candidates for the position of the Commission President in the upcoming 
European elections may significantly impact on the power relations between EU institutions.  
This panel seeks to bring together research projects dealing with the role of EU institutions 
and changing patterns of EU decision-making. Key research questions are as follows:  

 What has been the impact of the Lisbon Treaty on the role of and interactions 
between EU institutions?  

 To what extent can these altered roles and interactions be explained by either formal 
or informal institutional change? 

The panel therefore invites theoretical and empirical papers analysing the impact of formal 
and informal institutional change either (1) at the level of EU policy-making or (2) regarding 
the interactions between and within EU institutions. 
 

Gestaltung des Diskussionsprozesses 
Submissions in German and English are possible. The panel will consist of 4 papers. Each 
paper-giver has 10-12 minutes for presenting the research project before an invited 
discussant will give some feedback. The panel will also provide the audience with 
opportunities to come in and jointly discuss with the paper-givers. 
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