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Abstract (300 Wörter)

Forest resources in Europe contribute to sustainable development, rural development, 
natural resource use and the European economy in general. Forests are expected to 
become increasingly important in a "green" economy, which in turns leads to competing 
claims on forests. Frequent and short-term changes in European and national, inter- and 
intra-sectoral policy and planning instruments often stand vis-à-vis long planning horizons in 
forestry.
This article examines the current state of evidence on the potential impacts of forest resource
use in Europe. It highlights that forests are subject a range of different, sectoral and cross-
sectoral targets as regards the demand for provision of goods and ecosystem services. 
The most efficient and appropriate use of wood as a renewable resource is currently under 
discussion. The use and non-use of wood is connected to trade-offs that may occur at 
different levels. Inter-sectoral trade-offs will have an impact on the future use of available 
wood resources and the relations between forest management and industries. On the other 
hand, a decrease of forest area that is available for wood supply (e.g. due to biodiversity 
conservation, carbon sequestration) competes with the idea of stronger wood mobilization as
targeted frequently in promoting the idea of a “bio-economy”. Finally, trade-offs occur at the 
regional level where there is an emphasis on forest ecosystem services beyond biomass 
production, such as water provision, protection, and recreation.
As a result, fostering strategies to simultaneously intensify resource use while also wanting 
to reduce it inevitably leads to constraints and challenges. The article summarises - from a 
resource-point of view - these main aspects to be recognised in a more integrative future 
forest policy-making in Europe.


