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Abstract (300 Wörter)
For about two decades, new modes of scholarly research have been promoted through 
concepts such as Mode 2 production of knowledge, post-normal science, and 
transdisciplinarity. They aim at producing so-called socially robust knowledge to more 
effectively address societally relevant problems on a highly contextualized scale. Key 
elements include a focus on real-world problems and consequently the collaboration across 
scientific disciplines, as well as the involvement of actors from government, administration, 
business and/or civil society in the research process. Whereas inter- and transdisciplinary 
research projects often have been evaluated individually, no comparative study on the 
actually employed research modes or on the scholarly and societal outcomes of a larger 
number of research projects is available to date. 
Responding to this research gap, the research project “MONA - Modes of sustainability-
related research in comparison” (German Research Foundation Grant to Daniel Lang and 
Jens Newig) –  is comparing 100 completed third-party funded German research projects 
with different research modes and outputs. In this paper we present the underlying 
hypotheses and the comprehensive coding scheme we developed to test these hypotheses. 
The scheme is composed of three categories of variables related to context, process and 
outcome of research projects. A considerable number of the variables track, depict and scale 
relevant characteristics of transdisciplinary research, emphasizing participatory processes 
and methods of knowledge integration. In addition, hypotheses on the expected effects of 
transdisciplinary research on scholarly and societal outcomes as well as theoretical key 
concepts of transdisciplinary research, e.g. societal acceptance and external validity, are 
captured and operationalized. We hope that this detailed analytical scheme will prove a 
valuable instrument serving both, an explorative as well as an evaluative function. 

Keywords: transdisciplinarity, research mode, coding scheme, societal and scientific 
outcome, evaluation, socially robust knowledge


