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Abstract (300 Wörter) 
Prior to accession, many people in Eastern Central Europe regarded EU membership as 
beneficial for their economies. They tended to place greater political trust in the problem 
solving capacity of the EU compared to their own national governments. However, following 
the outbreak of the financial crisis, the loss of support for the EU in many of the new member 
states has been particularly striking. The crisis brings to the fore the concrete costs of 
membership – both economically and in terms of a constraint on sovereignty. Governmental 
parties are required to enforce unpopular reform policies, leading voters to turn to protest 
parties and follow the latters’ eurosceptic cues. Based on new data from public opinion 
surveys conducted in Slovakia, Hungary and Poland, this paper explores systematically how 
people in Eastern Central Europe react to the financial crisis. Do they regard closer 
European integration as a solution to the problem; or do they rather blame the EU for the 
crisis and assume their countries would have done better on their own? What are the 
motivations behind the different attitudes? Is it trust (or the lack thereof) in institutional 
capacity, economic cost/benefit calculations, concern about national sovereignty, or party 
cues that affect reactions? To pursue these questions and test several explanations put forth 
in the recent literature on this issue, we analyze our data at both the aggregate (country) 
level as well as at the level of individual respondents. 


