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Abstract 
Hacking and hacktivism i.e., politically motivated hacking are currently highly discussed 
issues and are frequently related to debates on cyber security. Examples of politically 
motivated hacks or hacktivist collectives are manifold, e.g., Anonymous (Coleman, 2011; 
Norton, 2011) or the Electronic Disturbance Theatre (Wray, 1998). This paper aims to 
contribute to these discussions through an investigation of the emerging cyber security 
governance strategies of the European Union (EU). It is part of an overarching PhD research
project, whereby the research framework is underpinned by securitisation studies (Bigo, 
2008; Buzan, Waever, & de Wilde, 1998; Waever, 2004). Thus, it assumes that the salience 
of this threat is part of an ongoing securitisation process and consequence of a security 
construction. The research constitutes a qualitative investigation of the securitising actors. 
The study therefore encompasses semi-structured, individual face-to-face interviews with 
approximately 10 representatives of the political and technological sphere and is supported 
by a document analysis of EU cyber security publications. The guiding research question is 
“Who conducts the securitisation move and under what condition?” The data will be 
evaluated using a discursive approach. The analysis is thereby particularly interested in the 
possibility to re-articulate political rights onto the online sphere. The focus on the securitising 
actors of the policy as well as technological level enables an in-depth study of the 
securitisation move which supports this particular security construction and the securitisation 
of hacking and hacktivism. The paper will stress the argument that the current political 
climate is very much focused on dealing and managing these existent but simultaneously 
also perceived security risks, rather than expanding political rights online. It should further 
foster theoretical as well as methodological debates within securitisation studies. 
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