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Abstract 
In our paper, we examine the influence Populist Radical Right Parties on the 
democratic quality in Europe. We depart from both, theoretical work, in particular 
Mudde and Rovira-Kaltwasser (2012), and qualitative evaluations on the influence of 
Populism on democratic quality. We follow Mudde and Rovira-Kaltwasser (2012) in 
their distinction between Populism in government and Populism in opposition: 
Populism in opposition is expected to functions as a corrective, that is to say, that it 
acts as a drunken guest who spills out the painful truths (e.g. issues which are 
ignored by other parties or shortcomings of the policy outputs). In government 
though, it is expected to harm democratic quality as it does not respect the rules of 
public contestation (e.g. undermining the legitimacy of democratic institutions). We 
further contend that the size of the effects varies in accordance with the consolidation 
level of a country: The more consolidated a democracy, the smaller both positive and 
negative effects of Populism. Adding to these propositions, we incorporate two 
additional factors which we claim will influence the extent to which Populism effects 
the democratic quality: level of extremism and party strength. With regard to the level 
of extremism, we expect that the more extreme a party positions itself, the larger the 
negative influence if in government and the smaller the negative influence if in 
opposition. The party strength, too, should impact the degree of influence, that is the 
stronger a party, the larger it's influence, negative and positive. 
 
To test our hypotheses, we construct a Linear-Mixed-Effects regression model and 
use data from 30 European countries between (1990-2012). The goal of our work is 
two-folded: We seek a) to extent the existing theoretical framework as proposed by 
Mudde and Rovira-Kaltwasser (2012) and b) to elucidate the influence of Right Wing 
Populism in a comparative manner. 
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