
Tag der Politikwissenschaft
28. – 29. November 2014

Österreichische Gesellschaft für Politikwissenschaft & Universität Wien

Call for Papers

Nummer und Titel des Panels
2. Österreichische Außenpolitik und 20 Jahre EU Mitgliedschaft: 
Möglichkeiten und Grenzen

Titel des Papers / Title of the Paper
Innovation, adaptation and resilience: Assessing the impact of global and
European changes on Austrian diplomacy
Einreicher/in / Author

 Maurer, Heidrun
 Henökl, Thomas

e-Mailkontakt / Email contact
 h.maurer@maastrichtuniversity.nl 
 Thomas.Henokl@uia.nl 

Abstract (300 Wörter / 300 words)

This paper looks into the institutional adaptations of the Austrian foreign policy system, and in
specific terms into the adaptation of Austrian diplomacy during the past twenty years. Taking 
previous research about the impact of EU membership on Austrian foreign policy as a 
starting point (e.g. Alecu de Fleurs), it looks specifically into how Austrian diplomacy as an 
instrument of foreign policy has adapted to global and European pressures.

Institutional change may occur due to a number of reasons: to accommodate new demands 
and challenges, due to variation in supply of resources (including material, symbolic and 
human resources), due to isomorphistic pressures, innovation or external shocks. All of these
drivers for change result in a need for adaptation. Both, European and global transformative 
dynamics ‘hit’ domestic institutions, such as national diplomacies, and impacts its agents, 
structures and processes.

The conduct of diplomacy is changing more generally with sectoral interest representation, 
the engagement with non-state actors and the emphasis on public diplomacy becoming more
prominent. The paper though pays special attention to analysing the adaptation of Austrian 
diplomacy to the changing system of European diplomacy as established with the Lisbon 
Treaty. Based on elite interviews, the paper shows how Austria has engaged with the 
strengthened role of the High Representative in the Common Foreign and Security Policy, 
the establishment of the European External Action Service, and the increased coordination 
among EU member states in diplomatic affairs.
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