
Virtual Comparative Political Economy Working Group 

Call for Papers on “Covid-19 and CPE” 

 

Our virtual working group brings together scholars with a common interest in comparative 

political economy (CPE) and provides a platform for early career researchers to promote their 

work and receive feedback. We understand political economy broadly defined as the study of who 

gets what, when, and how, and approach these issues from diverse theoretical and methodological 

perspectives. Following the introduction of our working group in summer 2020, this is our first 

open call for paper presentations.  

For spring 2021, we invite submissions on the theme of “Covid 19 and CPE” to stimulate 

debate on emerging empirical evidence and/or theoretical reflections on how the Covid-19 

pandemic is (re)shaping the intersections between politics and markets or, more specifically, 

capitalism and democracy. We acknowledge that the Covid-19 pandemic is still unfolding and 

explicitly welcome work in progress at early stages.  

Topics of interest include (but are by no means limited to) the economic and social effects 

of the pandemic, e.g. on inequality, precarity, or poverty; policy responses from political actors to 

the pandemic; related attitudes and policy preferences of citizens; the social and economic 

outcomes of policy responses; political implications of the pandemic in terms of e.g. political 

behaviour, party politics, and interest group politics; the political, economic, and social 

implications of past pandemics.  

We invite early career researchers (PhD Researchers, Postdoctoral Researchers, Assistant 

Professors) to send an extended abstract (1 page) to the organizers by January 22, 2021. The 

workshop starts in February/March 2021 and takes place at 15.00 CET last Thursday each month. 

The workshop will be hosted on Zoom (approx. 60-90 minutes, 1 paper per session). We will 

create a mailing list for registration and recruit discussants when designing the semester 

programme at the end of January. Presenters will be expected to provide a working paper to the 

organizers in advance. After a very brief introduction and summary of the paper by the author(s), 

all participants are welcome to provide constructive feedback.  

 

The Organisers: 

André Walter (University of St. Gallen, andre.walter@unisg.ch) 

Bastian Becker (University of Bremen, bastian.becker@uni-bremen.de) 

Cecilia Bruzelius (University of Tuebingen, cecilia.bruzelius@uni-tuebingen.de) 

Philip Rathgeb (University of Edinburgh, philip.rathgeb@ed.ac.uk ) 


